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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
Mr  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  consideration,  my  report  on  the  health 
of  Widnes  for  the  year  1970  which  in  many  respects  compares  favourabl  v  with  that 
of  previous  years. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  continues  to  increase,  assisted  in  1970,  for  the 
first  time  in  six  years  by  a  simultaneous  increase  in  births  and  decrease  in  deaths 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  19  3  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  the  highest  since 
1966  The  adjusted  death  rate  was  14  4  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were 
16,0  and  11.7  respectively. 

The  least  satisfactory  feature  of  the  year's  statistics  is  the  infant  mortality  rate 
of  28  9  per  1,000  total  births  compared  with  18  9  for  1969,  when  the  rate  was  the 
lowest  ever  recorded.  This  increased  rate  is  mitigated  somewhat  by  a  reduced 
stillbirth  rate  of  22  per  1,000  total  births  compared  with  29  for  the  previous  year 
The  perinatal  rate  was  actually  lower  than  for  the  previous  year. 

It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  maternal  deaths 
recorded  since  1966 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were,  once  again,  to  be  found  amongst  diseases 
of  the  circulatory  system  which  altogether  accounted  for  over  51%  of  the  total. 

This  percentage  was  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year.  For  the  third  year  in 
succession  there  was  an  increase  in  deaths  from  cancer  which  accounted  for  ever  22% 
of  the  total  but  there  was  a  further  decrease  in  mortality  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system  other  than  tuberculosis  and  cancer. 

Each  year's  statistics  tend  to  throw  up  one  or  more  lowest  ever  rates  This  is 
no  better  demonstrated  than  in  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  have  fallen 
steadily  in  30  years  from  58  to  2,  and  in  deaths  from  the  disease,  which  in  the  same 
period  have  shown  an  even  greater  reduction  The  year  1970  also  gave  us  the 
lowest  ever  percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  below  the  age  of  65  and  the  longest 
period  yet  recorded  (4  years)  without  a  maternal  death.  Unfortunately  1970  can  also 
claim  a  new  high  rate,  i  e  the  death  rate  for  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 
which  was  0.79  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  0,60  for  1969  The 
warnings  about  lung  cancer  have  been  ringing  loud  and  clear  for  several  years 
Cigarette  smoking  is  not  the  only  reason  for  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  but  it  is 
a  clearly  defin  attribute. 


A  full  establishment  of  public  health  inspectors  was  maintained  for  most  of  the 
year  and  the  rate  of  inspections  was  kept  at  a  high  level.  Much  of  the  work  of 
the  department  continued  to  be  concerned  with  housing  matters.  Three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  500  nuisances 
abated.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-two  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates 
were  received  and  48  certificates  issued;  The  department  was  restricted  to 
representing  a  mere  85  houses  for  demolition  or  closure  but  the  detailed  housing 
survey  referred  to  in  my  last  report  was  completed  Reference  to  this  is  made  in 
the  body  of  the  report. 

Close  attention  continued  to  be  paid  to  activities  involving  the  manufacture, 
storage  and  handling  of  food  One  thousand  and  eighty-five  inspections  were 
carried  out  and  583  miscellaneous  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  or  chemical 
analysis  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  successfully  in  six  instances.  Compliance 
wi  th  the  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  proceeded 
satisfactorily;  496  inspections  and  visits  were  made  and  44  written  notices  served; 

Because  there  was  some  doubt  about  adequate  supplies  of  solid  smokeless  fuel 
being  available  during  last  winter  the  creation  of  new  smoke  control  areas  was 
postponed.  Work  on  numbers  8  and  9  Smoke  Control  Areas  was,  however,  completed 
and  these  came  info  effect  during  the  year  Sources  of  industrial  smoke  were  kept 
under  observation  and  a  close  liaison  maintained  with  the  Alakli  Works  Inspectorate 
There  were  fojr  successful  prosecutions  under  Section  1  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968 

The  Department  continued  to  receive  and  investigate  complaints  of  noise  from 
various  sources.  In  the  majority  of  cases  it  was  possible,  through  consultation,  to 
have  these  nuisances  abated  or  minimised 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement  during  the 
year,  and  also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporation,  in  particular  Mr  D.M.  Griffiths, 
for  his  assistance  at  all  times 


i  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Municipal  Building, 
Kingsway, 

Widnes 


Tel  No  051-2.2  2061, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  .  .  » ,  , .  . ,  ..  . .  ..  6,178 

Population  at  Census,  1961  . .  04  .. .  , .  . .  . ,  ...  52,186 

Population  estimated,  1970  ..  ...  ...  ..  ..  , .  .  .  55,730 

Density  of  Population  (i,e*  no,  of  persons  per  acre)  9 

Noo  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (1961  Census)  . ,  „  „  e ,  . .  15,146 

No.  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (end  of  1970  according  to  rate  book)  17,624 

Rateable  Value  of  Borough  ..  ..  ..  tc  0 ..  . .  . .  £2,231,807 

Sum  represented  by  Id  rate  ..  .,  . *  ..  ..  £9,000 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Live  Births 


Number  -  Male  564  Females  579 
Rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Stillbirths 


1,143 

19.3 


6.7 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths  . „ 


Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  .  „ 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 
live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ..  . . . 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ..  .  „  . . . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Deaths 

Number  -  Males  316  Females  277 
Rate  per  1,000  population  -  Crude  ..  *. 

Adjusted 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

Death  rate  from  influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Death  rate  from  cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  .. 

Death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Percentage  of  ta I  deaths  occurring  in  hospital,  etc. 


26 

22 

1,169 

33 


28,9 
30  3 
Nil 

19.2 

17.5 

39  3 


Nil 

Nil 


593 
10.6 
14  4 

550 
0.09 
2.35 
0  02 
54 


3. 


POPULATION  - 


The  population  returns  since  1861  are  given  below:- 


1 

Year 

Population 

inhabited 

houses 

Average 
per  house 

1861 

6,893 

1,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2  519 

5  66 

1881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.00 

1891 

30,011 

5,121 

5  86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5  34 

1911 

31,544 

6,102 

5,16 

1921 

38,879 

7,437 

5  22 

1931 

40,619 

8,534 

4  63 

1951 

48,785 

12,459 

3  91 

1 961 

52,186 

15,146 

3  45 

Est.  1970 

55,730 

17,624 

3  17 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  year  1970  was  55,730, 
This  is  an  increase  of  610  over  the  estimated  population  for  1969 


LIVE  BIRTHS  - 


Totals 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

1,066 

523 

543  ) 

Illegitimate 

77 

41 

0,  ,  Birth  rate 

oo  ) 

Birth  rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

c 

19  3 
16  0 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  - 


The  percentage  of  live  births  which  were  illegitimate  duri 
fifteen  years  is  as  follows:- 


nq  each  of  the 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 


4,0  per  cent 
4.2  per  cent 

4  1  per  cent 
4.7  per  cent 
3  8  per  cent 

5  2  per  cent 
44  per  cent 


1963 

1964  ....  „ 

1 965  . „ c 

1 966  . 

1967  ,, 

1 968 

1969 


4.4  per  cent 
5  5  per  cent 
56  per  cent 
8, 0  per  cent 
7*5  per  cent 
7  9  per  cent 
8. 8  per  cent 


1  970  .  , ,  6  7  per  cent 


4. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1970 


1 - 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

X 

o 

CO 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1  -  4  years 

5-14  years 

15-24  years 

25  -  34  years 

35  -  44  years 

45  -  54  years 

55  -  64  years 

65  -  74  years 

75  years  and 

over 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

M 

F 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  oesophagus 

M 

1 

1 

- 

F 

6 

4 

2 

- 

stomach 

M 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

5 

5 

1 

F 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•- 

- 

1 

5 

2 

intestine 

M 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

2 

F 

5 

3 

2 

larynx 

M 

1 

1 

F 

lung,  bronchus 

M 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

11 

17 

3 

F 

5 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

— 

breast 

M 

- 

F 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

uterus 

F 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

3 

1 

2 

prostate 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Leukaemia 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

M 

10 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

2 

1 

F 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

3 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

- 

Diabetes  mellitus 

M 

1 

1 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Other  endocrine  etc,  diseases 

M 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Anaemias 

M 

2 

1 

- 

1 

F 

4 

“ 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of  blood,  etc* 

M 

1 

1 

- 

F 

Mental  disorders 

M 

c 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

r 

M 

i 

i 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

* 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Hypertensive  disease 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

F 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

M 

71 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

13 

14 

27 

15 

F 

30 

3 

11 

16 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

M 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

9 

10 

F 

25 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

21 

5..  Continued  overleaf/ 


over 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

t - 

X 

(D 

OO 

«/> 

a> 

CD 

o 

< 

Under  1  year 

Si 

b 

<D 

^  | 

8 

5-14  years 

15  —  24  years 

25  -  34  years 

35  -  44  years 

45  -  54  years 

55  -  64  years 

“i 

4/> 

d 

V 

X 

hv 

I 

in 

o 

75  years  and 

over 

I  Cerebrovascular  disease 

M 

32 

— 

! 

~  i 

— 

— 

! 

1 

2 

5 

10 

14 

F 

49 

- 

| 

“  j 

- 

- 

-  j 

2 

5 

12 

30 

'  Other  diseases  of  cirulatory  system 

M 

16 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

10 

1 

l 

F 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

20 

Infl  uenza 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

F 

4 

i 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

16 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

10 

i 

F 

15 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

11 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

M 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

10 

9 

F 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

6 

Asthma 

M 

r 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

r 

M 

3 

2 

" 

1 

F 

6 

2 

1 

- 

1 

"" 

1 

- 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

F 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

M 

- 

F 

1 

_ 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

4 

2 

- 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

F 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

r 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases,  geni to-urinary  system 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

2 

F 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Disease  of  Musculo-skeletal  system 

M 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Congenita!  anomalies 

M 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

M 

11 

11 

F 

3 

3 

t  - 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

M 

c 

5 

i 

5 

i 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

r 

M 

i 

i 

F 

4 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M 

6 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

F 

1 

- 

1 

- 

All  other  accidents 

M 

5 

1 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

F 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

4 

Suicide  and  self-infl ucted  injuries 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

F 

- 

All  other  external  causes 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-■ 

- 

F 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

M 

316 

22 

•- 

5 

i 

- 

10 

34 

59 

95 

90 

— *  ■  - -  ■  -  -  -  —  -  - — — - 

F 

227 

1  1 

3 

1 

i 

3 

3 

15 

32 

70 

138 

6. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  in  age  groups  over  the  past  ten  years  and  rates  per  1,000  of 
Population  - 


Year 

Age  Groups 

Per  1,000  total 
population 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65 

All  ages 

Widnes 

Eng  &  Wales 

1961 

2 

4 

49 

43 

98 

1.86 

2  16 

1962 

- 

10 

42 

48 

100 

1.88 

2  18 

1963 

3 

5 

36 

49 

93 

1  73 

2  18 

1964 

2 

4 

59 

51 

116 

2.16 

2  21 

1965 

1 

2 

54 

51 

108 

1.99 

2.23 

1966 

2 

4 

52 

47 

105 

1  93 

2  25 

1967 

1 

6 

37 

56 

100 

1 . 83 

2.27 

1968 

1 

6 

48 

51 

106 

1 . 98 

2.32 

1969 

- 

14 

45 

63 

122 

2.21 

2  35 

1970 

2 

2 

59 

68 

131 

2.35 

2  39 

Details  of  Cancer  Deaths  over  the  past  ten  years  - 


Year 

Site 

Age  Groups 

Rate 

per 

1,000 
Pop'n .. 

To  ta  1 
all  ages 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  + 

M 

F 

1961 

Stomach 

- 

- 

9 

4 

5 

0  34 

12 

6 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

14 

6 

3 

0,44 

20 

3 

Other  sites 

2 

4 

26 

13 

12 

1  08 

21 

36 

1962 

Stomach 

- 

2 

6 

6 

3 

0.32 

8 

9 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

3 

17 

10 

5 

0  66 

29 

6 

Other  sites 

- 

5 

19 

14 

10 

0.90 

23 

25 

1963 

Stomach 

- 

- 

5 

5 

2 

0  22 

7 

5 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

12 

7 

3 

0.41 

19 

3 

Other  sites 

2 

6 

19 

16 

16 

1,10 

30 

29 

1964 

Stomach 

- 

1 

12 

6 

3 

0,41 

15 

7 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

20 

10 

3 

0.61 

29 

4 

Other  sites 

2 

3 

27 

16 

13 

1.14 

26 

35 

1965 

Stomach 

- 

- 

6 

3 

6 

0.28 

7 

8 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

26 

5 

5 

0.66 

33 

3 

Other  sites 

1 

2 

22 

16 

16 

1.05 

26 

31 

1966 

Stomach 

- 

- 

7 

11 

3 

0.39 

13 

8 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

2 

15 

4 

7 

0  51 

24 

4 

Other  sites 

2 

2 

30 

11 

11 

1  03 

24 

32 

1967 

Stomach 

- 

- 

2 

6 

8 

0.29 

9 

7 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

2 

7 

9 

2 

0,37 

18 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

28 

14 

17 

1,  17 

29 

35 

1968 

Stomach 

— 

- 

8 

7 

4 

0  35 

11 

8 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

17 

6 

3 

0.48 

20 

6 

Other  sites 

1 

6 

23 

23 

8 

1.14 

30 

31 

1969 

Stomach 

- 

- 

7 

7 

3 

0,31 

10 

7 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

2 

14 

14 

3 

0.60 

27 

6 

Other  sites 

- 

12 

24 

17 

19 

1  31 

36 

36 

1970 

Stomach 

- 

1 

8 

10 

3 

0.39 

14 

8 

Lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

21 

20 

3 

0.79 

39 

5 

Other  sites 

2 

1 

30 

18 

14 

1.17 

23 

42 

7. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM  - 


The  following  fable  shows  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  system  which  occurred  in  the  Borough,  together  with  corresponding 
dota  for  England  and  Wales. 


Disease 

Widnes 

England  and  Wales 

Influenza 

0.090 

0.148 

Pneumonia 

0.556 

0.873 

Bronchitis 

0.682 

0  640 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0  179 

0.100 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

0.790 

0,617 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

0.018 

0.019 

DETAILS  OF  DEATHS  DUE  TO  ACCIDENTS  - 


Twenty-one  people  died  from  accidental  causes  during  the  year  compared  with 
22  in  1969.  As  in  previous  years  the  two  main  causes  were  road  traffic  accidents  and 
falls  of  the  elderly  which  together  accounted  for  over  70%  of  the  total 

(a)  CAUSE  OF  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  1970  - 


■ 

Under 

1  year 

1 

1  -  4 

years 

i 

I  5-14 

years 

15-44 

years 

45  -  64 
years 

65  -  74 

years 

75  years 

and  over 

All  ages 

Road  traffic  accidents 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

7 

Fa!  Is 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

6 

8 

Occurring  at  work 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

Burns 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  accidental  causes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

4 

TOTALS 

1 

- 

2 

3 

2 

5 

8 

. 

21 

(b)  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  OVER  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

All  Causes 

Road  Traffic 

At  Work 

Falls 

1961 

14 

6 

1 

/ 

H 

1962 

26 

11 

3 

6 

1963 

25 

3 

3 

11 

1964 

23 

11 

1 

6 

1965 

25 

8 

1 

5 

1966 

33 

12 

1 

7 

1967 

17 

8 

1 

5 

1968 

18 

7 

3 

5 

1969 

22 

5 

2 

10 

1970 

_ _ _ _ 

21 

7 

1 

8 

8. 


The  following  fable  surnmc:  ises  vital  statistics  of  the  Borough 
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Adjusted  live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  0.94)  -  19.3 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  1  36)  -  14.4 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  1925-70 
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Year  1970  20.5  10,6  0,02  2,35 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  provisional  figures  based  on  the  Registrar  General  "s  Quarterly 
Returns  of  birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates  for  certain  infectious  diseases 
for  England  and  Wales  are  shown  together  with  corresponding  data  in  respect  of  the 
Borough  of  Widnes. 


England  &  Wales 

Borough  of  Widnes 

Rates  per  1,000 
population 

Rates  per  1,000 
population 

Births: 

Live  births 

16.0 

19  3  (c) 

Stillbirths 

0.21 

0. 46 

13.0  (a) 

22 . 2  (a) 

Deaths: 

All  causes 

1K7 

14,4  (c) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

0.003 

0.018 

Respiratory 

0;  01  9 

0,018 

Non-respiratory 

0.014 

Nil 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

2.390 

2  351 

Lung  and  bronchus 

0.617 

0,790 

Other  cancer 

1.773 

1  561 

Maternal  mortality  (Total) 

0.18  (a) 

Nil 

Maternal  causes 

(excluding  abortion) 

0,14  (a) 

Nil 

Due  to  abortion 

0.04  (a) 

Nil  (a) 

Infant  mortality 

18  2  (b) 

28.9  (b) 

Neonatal  mortality 

12.3  (b) 

19,2  (b) 

Early  neonatal  mortality 

10,6  (b) 

17.5  (b) 

Perinatal  mortality 

23.8  (a) 

39,3  (a) 

Notifications  (Corrected): 

Typhoid  fever 

0.003 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0,004 

Nil 

Scarlet  fever 

0.268 

0.287 

Whooping  cough 

0,339 

0.449 

Diphtheria 

0  000 

Nil 

Smal  Ipox 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

6.273 

17,011 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.000 

Nil 

Acute  encephalitis 

0,005 

Nil 

Dysentery 

0.220 

Nil 

Food  poisoning 

0.154 

Nil 

Anthrax 

0.000 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

0=  009 

0.018 

Infective  jaundice 

0,440 

0.395 

Acute  meningitis 

0.027 

0.018 

Tetanus 

0.000 

Nil 

Leptospirosis 

0.000 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

0,194 

0,036 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

0.002 

Nil 

Other 

0.048 

Nil 

IK 


(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

(c)  Adiusted  rate. 


(b)  Per  1,000  live  births 


The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  years  1940,  1950  and  1960  and  are  shown  together  with  comparable 

data  relating  to  the  year  under  review.  Rates  are  per  1,000  of  the  population  or  as 

given. 


1970 

1960 

1950 

1940 

Estimated  population 

55,730 

51,810 

48,800 

42,270 

Crude  birth  rate 

20.5 

22.3 

21.5 

23.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  (percentage  of 

total  live  births) 

6.7 

3,8 

4  5 

4,7 

Crude  death  rate 

10.6 

10.2 

11.3 

14.6 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

550 

627 

501 

389 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births 

29 

29 

51 

88 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  births 

Death  rates 

Nil 

Nil 

0.93 

2  97 

from  -  measles 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.02 

diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0,14 

whooping  cough 

Nil 

Nil 

02 

Nil 

scarlet  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

respiratory  tuberculosis 
tuberculosis 

0.02 

0c  04 

0.33 

0.75 

(other  forms) 

Nil 

Nil 

0.04 

0.18 

cancer 

2.35 

2.01 

1.84 

1.66 

deseases  of  circulatory 

system  (excluding 
cerebrovascular  disease) 

3,62 

3.80 

3,71 

2.74 

diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1.51 

1.45 

1,50 

2.64 

cerebrovascular  disease 

1.45 

0,94 

1.15 

0.95 

road  traffic  accidents 

0.12 

0J1 

0.20 

0.09 

all  other  accidents 

0,21 

0.37 

0,41 

0.62 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age  - 

percentage  of  total 

34 

37 

45 

62 

12. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1970  of  28.9  per  1,000  live  births  was  the 
highest  since  1963.  This  comparatively  high  rate  is  disappointing  but  statistical 
fluctuations  are  bound  to  occur  when  relatively  small  samples  are  used.  I  am 
quite  confident  that  there  will  be  a  quick  return  to  normality  and  look  forward 
to  an  early  continuance  of  the  overall  downward  trend  in  infant  mortality.  The 
higher  rate  was  largely  due  to  an  increase  in  neonatal  deaths  which  were  almost 
double  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  Because  of  a  decrease  in  stillbirths 
the  perinatal  mortality  rate  was  actually  lower  than  for  1969. 


Cause  of  death 

Under  1  week 

1  -  2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

iSi 

2 

c 

0 

E 

co 

i 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

I 

<y 

~o 

c  J- 

=>  a 

4) 

—  X 

2  _ 
o 

1— 

Prematuri  ty 

15 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

Bronchiol  itis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

4 

Congenital  anomolies 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

5 

Other  perinatal  causes 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Accident 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

TOTAL 

20 

2 

- 

- 

22 

5 

4 

1 

1 

33 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
Deaths  per  1,000  Live  Births 
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LIVE  BIRTHS,  STILLBIRTHS  AND  INFANT  DEATHS,  1959-70 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES  - 


Specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 


examination  during  1970,  as  follows:- 

Origin 

Speci 

men 

Positive 

Negative 

Routine  examination  of  Water 

faeces 

&  urine 

- 

59 

Departmental  personnel 

faeces 

only 

- 

6 

Examination  prior  to  admission  to 
Children^  Home 

faeces 

— 

3 

Investigation  into  Suspected  Food 

Poisoning 

faeces 

— 

7 

Typhoid  Fever  contacts 

faeces 

- 

13 

Cholera  contacts 

faeces 

- 

2 

Dysentery  case 

faeces 

2 

3 

Other  investigations 

faeces 

- 

11 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - 

(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year 


Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital 

— 

Total  l 

deaths 

1 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  . . 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  0 .  . . 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

22 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

_ 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

Leptospirosis  . . 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Meningitis  . , 

1 

1 

- 

Measles 

948 

6 

- 

Whooping  Cough  .  , 

25 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

“ 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  - 

(a)  Pulmonary  (M 

2 

3 

(F 

- 

_ 

_ 

(Total 

2 

3 

- 

(b)  Non  (M 

- 

- 

- 

Pulri  „  ary  (F 

- 

"" 

- 

(Total 

_ 

15, 


(ii)  Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  In  Age  Groups 


CASES 

NOTI 

F  IE  D 

a 

Total 

cases  at 

al  1  aaes 

Under 

1  year 

1  -  2 

years 

3  -  4 

years 

5-9 

years 

10  -  14 

years 

15-24 

years 

25  -  44 

years 

45  -  64 

years 

65  years 

ana  over 

Age  unknowi 

Scarlet  Fever  . , 

16 

- 

- 

2 

12 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

Measles  .  B 

984 

30 

295 

305 

298 

6 

2 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

7 

8 

7 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ,  . 

1 

1 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  „  „ 

Infective  Jaundice 

22 

- 

- 

- 

5 

6 

5 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Typhoid  Fever , , 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

Tetanus  » . 

i 

|  - 

Leptospirosis 

: 

• 

l  ~ 

! 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

L 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

F 

- 

- 

Non-Resp,  Tuberculosis  M 

- 

- 

F 

- 

- 

- 

Totals: 

1,015 

38 

304 

314 

318 

13 

7 

4 

4 

- 

13 

SCARLET  FEVER  - 

Sixteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  ..  The  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  preceding  five  years  were:- 

1965  -  46;  1966  -  20;  1967  -  19;  1968  -  14;  1969  -  3, 

TYPHOID  AND  PARATYPHOID  FEVER  - 

There  were  no  cases  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  fever  notified  during  the  year- 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS  - 

For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  in  the 
Borough,  The  fo’ lowing  table  shows  details  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the 

previous  fourteen  ears. 
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Year 

No.  of 

cases 

No,  of 
deaths 

Year 

No,  of 

cases 

No  of 
deaths 

1956 

8 

— 

1963 

— 

— 

1957 

- 

- 

1964 

- 

- 

1958 

3 

- 

1965 

- 

- 

1959 

7 

- 

1966 

- 

- 

1960 

- 

- 

1967 

- 

- 

1961 

2 

- 

1968 

- 

- 

1962 

1 

1969 

- 

- 

FOOD  POISONING  - 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - 

There  were  only  two  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1970 
This  is  quite  the  lowest  total  ever  recorded  and  the  rate  of  0.036  per  1,000  of  the 
population  compares  very  favourably  with  the  national  rate  of  0.244.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  Widnes  rate  remains  consistently  below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
There  was  only  one  death  due  to  tuberculosis  recorded  during  the  year. 

Ten  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  reported  to  have  recovered  from  the 
disease  during  1970;  after  allowing  for  these  and  the  new  cases  and  making 
adjustments  in  respect  of  removals  in  and  out  of  the  Borough  the  numbers  remaining 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows:- 

Males  Females 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  132  117 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  4  12 

Details  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1970  will 
be  found  in  the  following  table :- 


Table  1 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 
(years) 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1  -  4 

5-9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  -  14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  -  24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  34 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  -  44 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  -  54 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  -  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  upwards 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

17, 


Table  2  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough  during  the 
past  thirty  years. 


Table  2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Annual 

Average 

Case  rate  per 
1,000 
population 

Death  rate  per 
1,000 
popu  lation 

Case  rate  per 
1,000 
population 

Death  rate  per 
1,000 
population 

1940  -  ’944 

# 

0.93 

0.71 

0,52 

0.14 

1945  -  1949 

0.13 

0.58 

0.41 

0.09 

1950  -  1954 

1 .15 

0.30 

0.20 

0.03 

1955  -  1959 

0.55 

0.06 

0.10 

0.01 

1960  -  1964 

0.32 

0.05 

0.03 

0.00 

1965  -  1969 

0.16 

0.05 

0,02 

0.01 

1970 

0.04 

0.02 

Nil 

Nil 

18. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  as  follows:- 


No.  of 

premises  visited 

-  w 

4,106 

No.  of 

visits  made 

6,084 

Defects 

or  nuisances:  No.  discovered 

+ 

906 

No  abated 

»  • 

899 

No  of 

notices  served:  Informal 

O  « 

231 

Statutory 

(  . 

305 

No,  of 

legal  proceedings  taken 

*•  w 

10 

Premises  kept  under  observation 

NOr  of 
premises 

Factories  .  ,  #  k  •  c  -  c  >  «  »  ^  t  <?.  •  * 

169 

O  FFi  ces  *  m  »  ♦  !>•  * .  «  *  o  c  i 

112 

Food  Premises 

General  Grocers 

116 

Greengrocers  (including  those  selling  wet  fish 

24 

Fishmongers 

3 

Meat  Shops 

44 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

18 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  . .  . 

31 

Sweet  Shops 

40 

Licensed  Premises,  Cafes  and  Canteens  » 

194 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

8 

Manufacturing  (other  than  retail)  .  „ 

3 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

Agricultural  Premises 

14 

Shops  (other  than  food)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

252 

Schools  -  Primary 

07 

Secondary  , 

7 

Further  Education 

1 

Nursery 

w 

5  p6  cial  « »  « c  t  w  v  #  *.  •  #  *  sc 

r) 

4 

Premises  visited  for  investigation  of  infectious  disease  „ 

21 

Premises  disinfested 

219 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  - 


There  are  at  present  no  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  Borough  and  there  is  an 
area  of  land  not  at  present  served  by  a  main  drainage  system.  Work  on  a  main 
drainage  scheme  covering  the  whole  of  the  Borough  and  including  the  construction  of 
treatment  works  ..  however,  in  progress. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  - 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  2  houses  with  closets  attached  to  privy 
middens  and  one  with  a  chemical  closet  The  remaining  houses  in  the  Borough 
are  provided  with  fresh  water  closets, 

REFUSE  REMOVAL  - 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Highways  Department 
DISINFESTATION  - 

One  hundred  and  sixty  four  dwel  linghouses  and  55  other  premises  were 
treated  because  of  verminous  infestation,  mainly  cockroaches.  In  addition 
houses  in  clearance  areas  were  inspected  and  where  necessary  disinfested  prior 
to  the  tenants'  removal  to  Corporation  houses. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1936-69  - 


The  table  set  out  below  shows  details  of  property  represented  for  demo¬ 
lition  or  closure  during  1970, 


i - *  ■  ■  . . 

Number  of  houses  dealt 

with 

PROPERTY 

Individual  houses 

Closure 

Demolition 

Clearance 

Areas 

4-12  Kent  Street 

. 

5 

16-46  Kent  Street 

- 

- 

16 

50-60  Kent  Street 

- 

- 

6 

43-51  Ann  Street 

- 

- 

5 

52-64  Ann  Street  ) 

18 

52-72  Lugsdale  Road) 

3-37  Esther  Street  ) 

26 

1-15  Robert  Street  ) 

1-11  Irwell  Street  ) 

45  Beamont  Street  ) 

- 

- 

8 

64  St,  Marys  Road  ) 

31  Milton  Street 

1 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

1 

- 

84 

Seven  clearance  areas  involving  84  houses  were  represented  for  demolition 
and  one  for  closure  during  1970,  In  this  period  108  houses  were  demolished 
and  6  closed  and  231  people  (77  families)  displaced^ 

New  house  construction  by  the  Local  Authority  during  1970  was  73 
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The  following  fable  shows  the  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  durina  the  past 
15  years  Fifty-three  of  the  houses  shown  as  closed  have  since  been  included  in 

clearance  areas 


Year 

r 

No,  of  houses 
represented 

No  of  houses 
closed 

No  of  houses 
demolished 

No  of  families 
displaced 

1956 

49 

1 

8 

13 

1957 

123 

7 

52 

51 

1958 

138 

11 

78 

126 

1959 

29 

8 

143 

82 

1960 

303 

9 

34 

43 

1961 

47 

14 

59 

98 

1962 

34 

3 

110 

158 

1963 

139 

2 

77 

88 

1964 

147 

4 

194 

95 

1965 

187 

2 

127 

165 

1966 

127 

5 

153 

121 

1967 

15 

7 

115 

123 

1968 

92 

14 

176 

106 

1969 

42 

6 

133 

99 

1970 

85 

6 

108 

77 

HOUSING  AND  CLUM  CLEARANCE  - 


During  the  year  a  detailed  housing  condition  survey  of  all  the  dwellings  in  the 
Borough  that  were  built  before  1914-1918  was  completed  This  survey  was  the  most 
comprehensive  examination  of  housing  conditions  in  the  town  so  far  undertaken 

In  preparing  and  carrying  out  the  survey  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1969 
were  taken  into  consideration.  All  houses  constructed  before  1914-1918  were  surveyed 
with  regard  to  standards  of  ft ;  and  where  appropriate,  suitability  for  improver  :>’t.. 

The  work  involved  the  inspection  of  4,077  dwellings  built  prior  to  the  first  World 
War  that  were  still  remaining  in  occupation 

The  information  obtained  from  this  survey  is  briefly  summarised  as  follows:- 

1  Houses  considered  to  be  unfit  and  unsuitable 

for  improvement  ,  .  f.  ..  w  .  „  „  1,164 

2  House  considered  to  be  suitable  for  improvement, 

i  e  capable  of  providing  satisfactory 

accommodation  for  15  to  20  years  .  c ,  1,244 

3  Houses  considered  to  be  fit  and  having  been 

provided  with  the  standard  amenities  1,552 

4  Houses  that,  although  not  u,  Ht  are  considered  to  be 

unsuitable  for  improvement  due  to  structural 

limitations,  or  forming  part  of  terraces  of  totally 

unfit  dwellings  ,,  _  .  ,  ,  137 

The  survey  confirms  that  although  1,435  dwellings  have  been  represented  for 
Clearance  since  1955,  there  is  still  a  substantial  legacy  of  1,164  houses  which  are 
substandard  and  ;eed  to  be  cleared  and  replaced  These  are  worn  out  congested 
properties,  which  are  damp,  in  a  state  of  disrepair,  lacking  suitable  sanitary 
accommodation  and  facile, _s  for  preparation  and  cooking  of  food  In 

a  hundred  years  the  fabric  of  these  houses  has  decayed  to  the  extent  that  they 
are  no  longer  suitable  for  habitation 
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If  the  pjoblem  of  unfit  housing  in  the  Borough  is  to  be  resolved  within  the  next 
ten  years  at  least  150  new  dwellings  must  be  provided  each  year  in  order  to  re-house 
the  displaced  families  from  these  areas, 

HOUSING  ACT  1969 

Qualification  Certificates 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-two  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  forty-eight  certificates  were  issued, 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  - 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  Borough.  It  is  old  but  is  adequately 
supervised  and  in  fair  condition.  Regular  inspections  are  made  of  these  premises. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963  - 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections  - 


Class  of  Premises 

No,  of 

premises  newly 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  regis¬ 
tered  premises 
receiving  a 
general  ins¬ 
pection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

- 

112 

49 

Retail  shops 

8 

320 

222 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

8 

8 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 

1 

74 

43 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

4 

4 

Totals 

10 

518 

326 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  -  496 


Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


f— - - - - - — — - — 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  employed 

1  Offices 

CN 

CO 

CO 

■ 

|  Retail  shops 

1,549 

;  Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

159 

;  Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

445 

i  Canteens 

25 

j  Fuel  storage  depots 

29 

|  Total 

4,096 

Total  males 

1,111 

To  -a  1  females 

1 

2,985 
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Registration  - 

Compliance  with  Section  49  of  the  Act  and  the  Notification  of  Employment  of 
Persons  Order,  1964,  has  generally  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 


Inspections  - 

Inspections  and  visits  to  premises  have  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level 
throughout  the  year,  and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  carrying  out  thorough 
and  detailed  inspections. 


Analysis  of  Contraventions  - 


Section 


Number  of  Contraventions  Found 


4  Cleanliness  10 

5  Overcrowding 

6  Temperature  3 

7  Ventilation  2 

8  Lighting  8 

9  Sanitary  Conveniences  6 

10  Washing  Facilities  11 

11  Drinking  Water  2 

12  Clothing  Accommodation 

16  Floors,  passages,  stairs  7 

17  Machinery  not  fenced  or  guarded 

24  First  Aid  13 

56  Information  to  Employees  33 


95 


Accidents  - 

During  the  year  13  accidents  were  reported*  Injuries  received  were,  inmost 
cases,  slight,  but  10  of  the  accidents  were  investigated  and  recommendations  where 
necessary  were  made. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  - 

There  is  one  Corporation  owned  public  swimming  bath  in  the  Borough  It  is 
of  modern  design,  completed  in  1961,  with  a  capacity  of  220  bathers  an  hour.  The 
water  is  deep  well  from  the  Widnes  Corporations  mains  and  is  treated  with  chlorine, 
soda  and  alum*  There  is  continous  filtration  with  a  turnover  period  of  three  nours 

During  1963  a  fixed  type  indoor  swimming  pool  (capacity  25,000  gallon"'1  was 
installed  at  Oakfield  Primary  School*  It  is  used  by  that  school  and  five  others, 
averaging  between  250  and  300  pupils  per  day,  7\:ir  water  is  deep  well  from 
Widnes  Corporations  mains  and  sterilisation  is  by  automatic  addition  of  liquid 
hypochlorite  with  sodium  carbonate  added  by  hand  when  necessary.  There  is  conti¬ 
nuous  filtration  with  a  turnover  period  of  five  hours. 

A  portable  type  indoor  swimming  pool  at  West  Bank  Primary  School  is  used  by 
the  children  at  that  school.  The  water  is  from  Widnes  Corporation  mains  and 
sterilisation  is  by  means  of  the  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite.  There  is  continuous 
filtration  with  a  turnover  period  of  eight  hours. 
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Samples  are  taken  from  the  water  of  these  pools  at  regular  intervals  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  One  hundred  and  three  samples  of  bath 
water  were  taken  during  the  year,  mainly  with  satisfacotry  results.  On  one  occasion 
when  the  results  of  samples  from  school  baths  were  regarded  as  unsatisfactory 
investigations  were  carried  out  and  advice  given. 

WATER  SUPPLY - 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality.  The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  form  of 
contamination  was  discovered.  The  Fluoride  content  of  the  wafer  is  nil,  The 
results  of  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  of  samples  of  the 
water  taken  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  fable. 


Bacteriological  examinations 

Chemical  ana 

lysis 

No, 

taken 

No, 

satisfactory 

No,  unsatis¬ 
factory 

NOe 

taken 

No. 

satisfactory 

No.  unsatis¬ 
factory 

Of  raw  water 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Of  war er  going 
info  supply  where 
treatment  is 

installed 

702 

702 

26 

26 

- 

All  the  dwellings  in  the  Borough  numbering  17,624,  and  an  estimated  population 
of  55,730  were  supplied  direct  from  public  wafer  mains, 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960  - 


There  was  evidence  during  the  year  of  an  increased  public  awareness  of  noise,  and 
of  the  local  authority's  facilities  for  investigating  and  dealing  with  complaints.  Many  of 
the  complaints  were  of  the  community  type,  where  a  large  number  of  residents  were 
effected  at  one  time.  Nine  sources  of  excessive  noise  were  investigated  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  case  dealt  with  informally.  Two  cases  related  to  compressors  which 
had  become  noisy,  and  these  were  dealt  with  effectively  by  modifications  of  the 
compressor  units. 

One  case  arose  from  defective  bearings  on  a  rotary  kiln,  end  this  was  promptly 
remedied  by  the  firm  concerned. 

Noise  arising  from  the  operation  of  safety  valves  on  pressure  vessels,  and  safety 
valves  at  a  nearby  power  station  have  occasionally  given  cause  for  complaints  Howerver, 
these  are  more  in  the  nature  of  exceptional  incidents  rather  than  a  constant  or  regular 
source  of  nuisance.  Difficulty  has  been  experience  in  abating  a  pure  tone  source  arising 
from  a  high  velocity  industrial  fan  The  sound  pressure  level  of  this  noise  is 
relatively  Sow,  and  frequently  below  the  ambient  level  of  the  noise  in  the  area. 
Nevertheless,  the  distinctive  pitch  of  the  sound  causes  disturbance  to  a  number  of 
residents  In  the  area.  An  additional  silencer  unit  has  been  designed  and  placed  on 
order  by  the  Company  concerned, 

A  number  of  other  sources  of  noise,  ranging  from  thar  caused  by  the  handling 
of  materials,  night  time  vehicle  operation,  and  noise  from  social  club  activities 
were  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

Excessive  r  Ye  arising  from  the  activities  of  popular  music  groups  using 
amplifiers  in  pox  /  insulated  club  premises,  led  to  the  initiation  of  legal 
proceedings  In  one  case. 
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The  Department  has  been  fortunate  in  having  available  two  sound  pressure  level 
instruments  with  octave  band  analysis  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  detailed 
investigations  The  untiring  work  and  investigations  carried  out,  often  late  at  night 
and  during  week-ends,  by  members  of  the  staff  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
Department's  success  in  dealing  with  complaints  of  noise  nuisance. 

The  pressures  that  man  is  subjected  to  in  mocern  urbanised  living  are  many,  and 
there  is  increasing  evidence  that  some  of  these  pressures  may  be  harmful  to  health  and 
well-being.  Of  these  pressures  noise  (i.e.  unwanted  sound)  must  be  placed  high  on  the 
list  of  undesirable  characteristics  of  urban  environment. 

There  are  two  important  methods  of  approach  in  dealing  with  this  problem  One 
is  that  of  education  both  of  the  adult  public  and  of  school  children  about  the  harmful 
effects  of  noise.  Certainly  more  could  be  done  at  national  level  by  press  and 
television  publicity  campaigns.  There  is  a  need  too  for  engineers  and  designers  to  pay 
greater  attention  to  designing  mechanical  and  electrical  equipment  with  basic  low  noise 
levels.  Many  articles  of  domestic  equipment,  e.g.  some  washing  machines  are 
excessively  noisy.  The  other  method  of  approach  is  that  of  legislation,  and  in  the 
case  of  many  of  the  larger  road  vehicles  there  is  room  for  very  considerable  improvement 
The  sound  insulation  of  ordinary  dwelling  houses,  and  more  important  flats,  often  leaves 
a  great  deal  to  be  desired 

CONTROL  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 
CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956-1968 
Domestic  Smoke  Control 

During  the  year  there  was  no  further  progress  with  the  Council's  Smoke  Control 
programme.  The  existing  nine  operative  Smoke  Control  Orders  cover  9,445  dwellings 
or  57.3%  of  the  dwellings  in  the  Borough.  The  improvement  in  the  environment  brought 
about  by  domestic  smoke  control  is  such  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  need  to 
continue  with  the  programme  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  Apart  from  the  set-back 
early  in  the  year,  when,  because  of  a  temporary  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuel,  it 
was  necessary  to  suspend  Orders  No.  1,  2  and  3  for  a  period,  compliance  with  the 
Orders  has  been  good.  There  has  in  general  been  a  marked  trend  away  from  solid 
fuels  among  domestic  users  towards  gas  and  oil  heating,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  towards 
electrici  ty 

It  is  hoped  that  further  progress  in  the  making  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  will  be 
made  in  the  near  future. 

Industrial  Smoke  Control 

Smoke  pollution  from  industrial  sources  has  been  infrequent  during  the  year,  and 
in  most  cases  was  due  to  mechanical  breakdown  rather  than  negligence.  The  burning 
of  waste  materials  on  trade  premises  has  sharply  declined  as  a  result  of  the  additional 
powers  contained  in  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968 

There  are  212  registered  factory  premises  in  the  Borough  of  which  99  are  major 
industrial  premises.  Of  the  major  industrial  undertakings  in  the  town  the  majority,  some 
twenty  factories  are  operated  by  the  chemical  industry;  twD  are  concerned  with  the 
manufacture  of  asbestos  cement  goods,  and  nineteen  are  concerned  with  engineering 
and  foundry  work. 

There  are  sixteen  factories  concerned  with  the  timber  trade  and  the  manufacture 
of  joinery. 
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Alkali  Works  etc. 

The  very  high  concentration  of  chemical  industry  in  the  town  continues  to 
give  rise  to  problems*  Air  pollution  from  these  sources^,  due  to  leakages  and 
breakdown  of  plant  still  give  cause  for  concern .  The  ready  co-operation^  help 
and  advice  received  from  the  District  Alkali  Works  Inspector  during  the  year  is 
appreciated^,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  securing  some  improvement  in  conditions. 

Prosecutions 

Legal  proceedings  under  section  1  of  the  Clean  Air  Act^  1968  were  taken  on 
five  occasions  during  the  year.  Four  of  these  prosecutions  were  successful  ond  fines 
totalling  £45  were  obtained* 

Recordings 

Assessment  of  the  smoke  stains  was  carried  out  with  a  photo-electric 
reflectometer  *  Throughout  the  year  daily  meteorological  records  were  kept. 

The  recorded  daily  average  smoke  concentration  for  each  instrument  shows  a 
significant  decrease  for  the  yeary  and  there  is  a  significant  decrease  in  the  daily 
average  concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere.  The  decrease  in 
sulphur  dioxide  is  difficult  to  account  for#  but  may  be  a  result  of  the  increasing 
trend  towards  gas  fired  domestic  heating. 

Throughout  the  year  three  volumetric  instruments  for  recording  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  were  in  use. 


Instrument  1  Municipal  Building 
(Mixed  industrial  and  residential 
area  without  smoke  control) 

Instrument  2  Crow  Wood 
(Predominantly  residential 
without  smoke  control) 

Instrument  3  Oakfield  Primary  School 
(Predominantly  residential  but 
smoke  control  area) 


Daily  average  SC^ 

concentration 
mcGms./cu.  metre 

194*4 

147,7 

122.2 


Daily  average  smoke 

concentration 
mcGms./cu.  metre 


60  5 


82 . 3 


49.03 
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Rainfall  Total  for  year  34.82  "  28.82  "  23.79  "  28.18"  27.13 

Average  monthly  2.90"  2.40"  1.98"  2.35"  2.26 
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DAILY  AVERAGE  RECORDINGS  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


Rainfall  in  Inches 


GRAPH  SHOWING  MONTHLY  AVERAGES  FROM 
VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENTS  AND  MONTHLY  TOTAL  RAINFALL 
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PERCENTAGE  WIND  DIRECTION,  1970 


N.W.  22.84 


Calm  5.64 

RODENT  CONTROL  - 

Two  rodent  operators  were  employed  by  the  Local  Authority  and  carried  out  their 
work  to  the  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  A  summary  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  the  period  is  appended. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in 
distri  ct 

20,192 

14 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following 
notification 

1,515 

2 

Number  infested  by:- 

(i)  Rats 

400 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

342 

- 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 

notifications 

408 

10 

Number  infested  by:- 

(i)  Rats 

102 

9 

(ii)  Mice 

20 

4  i 

- - - - - < 

Rodent  control  within  the  Borough,  including  an  intensive  sewer  treatment,  has 
been  effectively  maintained  during  the  year. 


A  large  number  of  factories  and  agricultural  premises  within  the  Borough  are  under 
contract  to  the  Corporation  and  the  remainder  are  kept  under  observation  and  treated 
where  necessary. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


MILK  SUPPLY  - 

During  the  year  one  licence  authorising  the  sale  of  pre-packed  milk  at  or 
from  premises  within  the  Borough  was  issued,,  Licences  in  existence  at  the  end 
of  1970  were  as  follows:- 


For  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk  121 

For  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  79 

For  the  sale  of  ultra  heat  treated  milk  16 

One  hundred  and  fifty  three  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  under  the  methylene  blue  and 
phosphatase  tests,,  Of  these,  four  samples  were  declared  void  and  three  samples 
to  be  unsatisfactory  under  the  methylene  blue  test* 


ICE  CREAM  - 

Ninety  six  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough, 
During  the  year  regular  inspections  of  shops  and  vehicles  were  made. 

OTHER  FOODS  - 

Twenty  one  samples  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  of  which  one  sample  was  declared  to  be  unsatisfactory 0  Bacteriological 
examination  of  gelatine,  meat  paste  and  steak  and  kidney  pudding  produced 
satisfactory  results. 


INSPECTIONS  - 

One  thousand  and  fifty  four  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold  and  thirty  one  inspections  of  street  trading  and  food  delivery  vehicles 
were  made  by  public  health  inspectors  during  the  year.  Sixty  five  formal  notices 
were  served  and  179  verbal  warnings  were  given  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960*  Details  of  inspections  carried  out  are 
as  follows:- 


Retail  Premises 

631 

Bakehouses 

21 

Wholesale  Premises 

13 

Hotels  and  Clubs 

129 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

78 

Market  Stalls 

71 

Canteens 

94 

Street  Trading  and 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

8 

Delivery  Vehicles 

31 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD  - 


1: 

2: 


Details  of 


legal  proceedings  taken  during  the  year  are  as  follows:- 


Section  2  Fly  embedded  in  infant  biscuits 


2  Fly  embedded  in  pre-packed,  sliced 
bacon „ 

Cockroach  in  chipped  potatoes 


£10  fine 

£5  5s.  Od.  advocates  fee 

£10  fine 

£5  5s  0  Od ,  advocates  fee 


30. 


3: 


II 


2 


£15  fine 

£6  advocates  fee. 


4  Section  8  Beef  unfit  for  human  consumption 


5  "  2 

6  Sections 
8,  13  and 


Mouldy  cake 

Food  unfit  for  human  consumption; 
unhygienic  food  premises 


£50  fine 

£12  advocates  fee 
£10  fine 

Absolute  discharge 
£5  advocates  fee 
(Undertaking  given  to 
close  the  shop). 


The  following  cases  of  alleged  adulteration  of  food  were  investigated  by  public 
health  inspectors  but  legal  action  was  impracticable  or  considered  to  be  unnecessary 
or  inadvisable 


1  Bread  loaf  containing  foreign  body  (edible  vegetable  oil). 

2  Pork  pies  containing  mould 

3  Fish  finger  containing  fly 

4,  Tin  of  braised  steak  containing  foreign  body  (piece  of  hide). 

5  Packet  of  mashed  potato  mix  containing  spider  beetle. 

6  Bottle  of  milk  containing  foreign  bodies 

7  Tin  of  spam  containing  blow  fly  eggs 

8  Meat  pasty  containing  mould 

9  Mouth  ulcer  tablet  with  washer  embedded 
10.  Fish  finger  containing  piece  of  cardboard. 

11  Starch  reduced  crispbread  with  wasp  embedded 

MILK  SUPPLIES  -  BRUCELLA  ABORTUS  - 

There  was  no  raw  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 


THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1963  - 
There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Borough. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION  - 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  Borough. 


REGISTRATIONS  - 

Three  premises  were  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  Registration  of  two  hawkers  of  food  under  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Genera!  Powers)  Act,  1951,  were  also  effected. 

SHELF  LIFE  AND  CODING  - 

During  the  year,  as  a  result  of  the  number  of  complaints  arising  from  consumers 
regarding  stale  confectionery  etc  ,  particular  attention  was  paid  to  coding,  stock 
rotation  and  shelf  life.  Food  retailers  were  advised  to  check  their  stocks  at  frequent 
intervals  and  to  obtain  from  their  suppliers  details  of  coding  methods.  In  addition, 
spot  checks  were  carried  out  by  inspectors  at  regular  intervals 

EDUCATION  - 

The  Department  continued  with  its  activities  in  connection  with  the  training  and 
education  of  food  handlers,  This  was  achieved  in  part  by  the  informal  advice  given 
during  inspections  of  food  premises,  and  in  part  by  formal  lectures  at  Widnes  Technical 
Col  lege 

Lectures  were  given  to  trainees  for  the  'A1  Level  Cookery  Examination,  and  to 
pre-nursing  candidates 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  - 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960,  grouped  in  categories  of  trade* 


■  -  - 

Category  of  trade 

No  „  of 
premises 

No .  of 
premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 

Regc  16 

No .  of 
premises 
to  which 
Reg .  1 9 
applies 

No .  of 
premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Manufacturing  premises 
(including  bakehouses) 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Canteens/Restaurants 

103 

103 

103 

103 

Butchers 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Greengrocers  &  Fish 

24 

22 

24 

22 

General/Grocers 

116 

114 

116 

116 

Sweets,  ice-cream 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Fish  &  Chips 

31 

30 

31 

31 

Confectioners 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Warehouses 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Licensed  premises 
(including  clubs) 

91 

91 

91 

91 

Totals: 

469 

464 

468 

466 

FOOD  SAMPLING  - 


The  following  tables  show  details  of  (a)  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  (b)  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  the  results  obtained  * 

(a)  for  bacteriological  examination:- 


Sample 

No .  of 
samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Void 

samples 

Gelatine 

251 

251 

- 

- 

Meat  Paste 

2 

2 

- 

~ 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pudding 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Heat  Treated  Milk 
(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test 

153 

147 

3 

4 

(b)  Phosphatase  Test 

153 

153 

— 

— 

32. 


(b)  for  chemical  analysis:- 


Sample 

No .  of 
Samples 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Milk 

2 

2 

- 

Salad  Cream 

1 

1 

- 

Meat  and  Potato  Pie 

3 

2 

1 

Sausage 

2 

2 

- 

Meat  Pie 

1 

1 

- 

Pork  Pie 

1 

1 

- 

Butter  Candied  Popcorn 

1 

1 

- 

Low  Fat  Real  Fruit  Yogurt 

1 

1 

- 

Salmon  Spread 

1 

1 

- 

Gravy  Mix 

1 

1 

- 

Raspberry  Jam 

1 

1 

- 

Rose  Hip  Syrup 

1 

1 

- 

Asprin  Tablets 

1 

1 

- 

Chicken  Broth 

1 

1 

- 

French  Mustard 

1 

1 

- 

Milk  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

Instant  Tea 

1 

1 

- 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  - 


The  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year*  The 
list  includes  food  condemned  as  a  result  of  refrigerator  breakdown. 


|  Food 

lbsu 

Fresh  Meat 
— — — 

1  Beef 

694 

Mutton 

271 

Pork 

734 

Offal 

58 

Bacon 

193 

Chicken 

534 

Tinned  and  other  pre-packed  foods: 

Ham 

255 

Tongue 

67 

Other  meats  and  meat  products 

192 

Fruit 

73 

Fish 

6 

Margarine 

24 

Miscellaneous  foods 

5 

Frozen  Foods: 

Meat  and  meat  products 

1,394 

Vegetable  and  vegetable  products 

1,350 

Fish  and  fish  products 

1,346 

Cheese 

1,724 

Fish  and  chips 

157 

Meat  pies  etc„ 

670 

Cakes  etc. 

240 

Mousse 

521 

Chicken 

482 

Cream 

23 

Sweets  and  chocolate 

24 

Yogurt 

34 

Miscellaneous  products 

34 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1  ,  INSPECTIONS  - 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs,  1,  2, 

3,  4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

169 

41 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

14 

15 

- 

Total 

1 

183 

56 

7 

- 

2,  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  - 


No, 

of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No,  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

whic  h 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M, 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

insti  tuted 

Wont  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S,3) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

|  Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4) 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(So  6) 

- 

' 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

7 

- 

5 

ra 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

7 

7 

- 

5 

- 

35, 


